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The purpose of the Eagle’s Eye is 

to inform, educate, and entertain 

readers accurately and responsibly. 

It does not necessarily reflect the 

opinions of Hedgesville High 

School or the Berkeley County 

Board of Education.  Also, any 

opinions expressed are those of the 

individual writers 

Foreign Exchange  

 By Lena Nunez 

editor  

     Hedgesville High School has been 

hosting foreign exchange students for 

years. Mrs. Shockey tries to help them 

have a good experience and feel wel-

come at the school. 

     Starting this school year, Shockey 

decided to host a special monthly 

lunch for the foreign exchange stu-

dents and a few guests she invites in-

cluding administrators such as Ms. 

Ryan and teachers like Ms. Gao. Each 

time this event occurs, one of 

Hedgesville High’s foreign exchange 

students gets to choose the food. The 

food is made by Mrs. McDonald. 

     Each of the foreign exchange stu-

dents is here for one year. They come 

from various programs such as FLEX 

(Future Leader Exchange) and PAX 

(Program of Academic Exchange). 

“We’ve had as many as eight and as 

few as one,” said Shockey. 

     This year, there are currently five 

foreign exchange students: Neena Roy 

from Madhya Pradesh, India; Mariya 

Mordvova from eastern Russia; Dan-

iel Wang from northern Spain; 

Michelle Rodriguez from Mexico; and 

Timothee Rigagneau from France. 

     So far the foreign exchange stu-

dents have mixed feelings about West 

Virginia. “Nature is beautiful,” said 

Mordova.  

     “There’s lots of trees and moun-

tains,” said Roy.  

     “Transportation is a problem 

though,” said Mordvova. She ex-

plained that her host family is busy 

and does not have time to take her 

places around the area. Unlike many 

European countries, the United States 

does not have mass transit systems.  

“It’s all about infrastructure and 

struggles with transportation.”  

     Despite this, some of the students 

would be happy to come back to the 

United States. When asked where 

else they would like to go, Mordvova 

said Miami and New York City, 

Rigagneau said California, 

Rodgreuez said Chicago, and Wang 

said the United States in general.  
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 By Benjamin Lanham 

staff writer 

     In the month of November, Ms. 

Swank’s creative writing class was 

assigned a 25,000 word writing pro-

ject. The assignment came from the 

National Novel Writing Month web-

site (NaNoWriMo), which is a pro-

gram which challenges participants 

to write 50,000 words in the month 

of November.  

     The website also has tools for 

writers to use and lesson plans for 

teachers, which Ms. Swank used.  

However, Ms. Swank’s history with 

NaNoWriMo goes much deeper. 

     She first participated in the NaN-

oWriMo when she was a sophomore 

in college, and now has completed 

the program four times. “I decided it 

was fun and would push my writing 

skills to their limit,” said Ms. Swank 

explaining why she first did the chal-

lenge.  

     Then when Ms. Swank began to 

teach Creative Writing here at 

Hedgesville High School during 2013

-2014, she decided to challenge her 

class with this project.  

However, Ms. Swank did provide 

assistance and tools to help the stu-

dents organize their thoughts.            

     Throughout the month of Novem-

ber, she gave the students work 

sheets on building conflict, character 

webs, and a way to test the stories 

beginning, middle, and end.  

     Now, a year later, she gave the 

same task to a new group of young 

writers who were ready to test their 

mettle.   

     One such writer, Jessie Hogbin 

was thrilled because she reached the 

50,000 word count goal, and wrapped 

up her accomplishment by saying, “I 

learned a lot about time management, 

creativity, and myself.” 

      Due to her hard work, Hogbin 

received a coupon from NaNoWriMo 

and will receive two free published 

copies of her story,  and will partici-

pate again next year. 

     Keira Fletcher also participated, 

but didn’t achieve the 50,000 words. 

Nonetheless, she learned what she 

was capable of.  

     “NaNoWriMo showed me that I 

could surpass what I thought were 

my boundaries,” she said looking on 

the bright side.  

     Together the Creative Writing 

class wrote 385,666 words, reaching 

their personal goals.  

     For those who are thinking about 

participating next year Ms. Swank 

has these words of advice, “Even if 

you feel you won’t succeed, or are 

too busy do it, this challenge will 

show what you are capable of.” 

N e w  Ye a r  

By Sarah Ingram 

staff writer 

It's a new year here at 

Hedgesville High School, and 

with that comes new sports sea-

sons, Winter Formal, and a fresh 

start. 

Another part of a New 

Year is New Year's resolutions.  

Some people plan to lose weight, 

be more positive, or try harder in 

school. No matter what the goal is, 

it is good to have one in mind; even 

if it never is accomplished. 

New Year's Resolutions can 

be anything you want and there are 

many different goals floating around 

the school. Two common resolu-

tions in Hedgesville High are to get 

in shape and get better grades. 

  Some people have other, 

more personal goals for the year. 

English teacher Mrs. Shultz 

made her resolution about her 

students. "It may sound bad, but 

my goal is to try to care less 

about my students and to make 

them care more. It will help them 

in the long run," said Shultz. 

Continued on Page 4 



Shultz also said she was not 

doing it to be mean, but if she babies 

her students they may have trouble 

doing things on their own later in 

life. 

Many people around the 

school have also said a new year is a 

new chapter in life. To junior Jade 

Boarman, a new chapter means new 

experiences. When asked what her 

resolution is, Boarman said “I want 

to try new things. Mostly things that 

I didn’t get the chance to do last 

year.” 

While most people come 

up with a new resolution for the 

New Year, as expected, sopho-

more Cerra Dejulis decided to try 

again with an old one. Dejulis 

spends New Year’s Eve with her 

parents and two younger sisters 

counting down the time. They 

also drop their own lit ball while 

watching the one in New York. 

She said “My resolution, I actual-

ly came up with it on New Year’s 

Eve, but I’m going to try to be 

nicer to my sisters.”  

Whether the goal is to get 

better grades in school, go to the gym 

more often, or just try to be a better 

person, there are many ways students 

can make their new year a great one.  

N e w  Y e a r  ( c o n t .  f r o m  p g .  3 )  
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Talent Show 

By Sarah Ingram 

staff writer 

Hedgesville High School 

is overflowing with amazing 

talent. Each year the students 

have a chance to show their tal-

ent at the school's annual HHS 

Talent Show. The show is held 

the day before Thanksgiving 

Break, and it brings out quite the 

crowd. 

This year, the talent 

show consisted of many wonder-

ful acts that ranged from singers 

with original songs to dancers 

and even rappers. Many students 

said they enjoyed the show this 

year more than previous years 

because it had more energy. 

Among the participants 

was a senior, Marie Eta Oben, 

who choreographed and performed 

her own dance to a hip hop song.  Eta 

Oben won the Crowd's Favorite 

Award and was asked how she felt 

when her name was announced.  

"I honestly wasn't expecting 

to win anything. I just did it for fun, 

but I was glad everyone liked what I 

did," said Eta Oben. 

Another contestant in the 

show was senior Kaleb Aurand. Au-

rand performed a song called Old 

School by B. Reith, which was a 

combination of singing and rapping. 

He also incorporated some dancing 

into his performance. 

The fun, upbeat act got Au-

rand first prize in the talent show, 

earning himself $100. When asked 

how he felt about winning, Aurand 

said "the very first thing I thought 

when I heard my name was 'think 

of all the comic books I could 

buy!'" 

There were plenty of oth-

er people involved with the talent 

show that didn't actually perform. 

Judges, stage crew, and hosts all 

helped out. Juniors Noah Nucilli 

and Trey Euler entertained the 

crowd with comedy, jokes, and 

interesting dance moves while 

also introducing each act. 

Another group that 

helped out with this year's talent 

show was HHS's girl's soccer 

team. The group chose to show a 

dance they came up with to the 

school.  

Continued on Page 5 
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where prizes were raffled off with the 

grand prize, an iPad, going to Nikolas 

Molin.  

Even students who didn’t get 

the grand prize were happy with the 

day. Dylan Collins said, “I’m happy 

to get a day off from my classes, and 

to be honored for my hard work.”    

Mrs. Milliman and Mr. 

Burkhart both were credited by Mr. 

Lyons with coming up with the idea. 

 “The idea goes back to the 

renaissance program in which we 

reward all aspects of students’ 

achievements,” said Mrs. Milliman.  

Mr. Burkhart, with the sup-

port of the administration, was able to 

organize the day.  Even the communi-

ty helped with the event as local res-

taurants like Burger King, and Chick 

fil A donated meal cards and Berke-

ley Plaza Theatre provided a discount 

for the private movie.  

Mr. Burkhart felt that there 

needed to be more to reward students 

other than the Westest Fest after the 

test was over.  

“I wanted to reward the per-

formers who did well on the test,” said 

Mr. Burkhart.  

After the celebration, Mr. 

Burkhart expressed that for the first 

year of the program, he believed the 

celebration turned out great. Further-

more, he expressed that the program 

will continue next year. 

“Do your best and HHS will try 

to reward you,” said Mr. Burkhart. 

By Benjamin Lanham 

staff writer 

Friday, November 

21st, students at Hedgesville 

High School (HHS), who 

achieved mastery or higher in 

all four subjects of the 2014 

Westest, were given a special 

day to take time off their stud-

ies.  

The day started with 

pancakes prepared by the ad-

ministration of HHS along 

with hot homemade strawber-

ry syrup made by Ms. 

McDonald. After breakfast, 

the students took a trip to the 

movie theaters where they 

were treated with a private 

screening of ‘The Hunger 

Games: Mockingjay - Part 1.” 

After, the movie, the 

students returned to school 

where 45 Kings’ pizzas were 

waiting, and to end the day, 

the students were acknowl-

edged at a school assembly 

Many of the girls said 

they didn't consider themselves 

talented, but the recreation of 

the original song, "Bang 

Bang!” and actually perfor-

maning it was fun. 

Junior Christianna Otto 

was one of the participants in 

the act. Otto was also the one 

that recreated the rapping part 

of the song.  

"The rapping part was a lot 

of fun. Well the entire thing has 

been fun, and I'm glad I get to be 

part of it." 

Many people also agree 

that recognizing people that may 

not be athletic is very important. 

Whether someone has a talent of 

amazing singing while doing acro-

batics or being able to pull cars 

with your teeth (as seen on Ameri-

ca's Got Talent), it's always interesting 

to see what people can do. 

  

Westest Reward 

Students at the Westest Reward 

Staff Photo 

Luis Gonzales, Garrett O’Con-

nell, and Marissa Watkins 

Staff Photo 



If there is a tie, an over-
time period lasting one to two-
and-a-half minutes begins, mean-
ing that a match could last about 
eight-and-a-half minutes. 

“You have to work really 
hard and reach for goals. It’s hard 
at first, but once you get your 
first win and get your hand raised 
for the first time, there’s nothing 
like it,” said wrestler Joshua 
McKinley. 

McKinley has wrestled in 
all four of his years in high 
school and learned much while 
progressing through it. Recogniz-
ing that his teammates are the 
equivalent to his family mem-
bers, he has had a pretty good 
year so far on a younger, less ex-
perienced team. 

In the last three decades, 
the program has enjoyed much 
success. Since Coach Whitting-
ton was hired to be the team’s 
head coach, the school has made 
540 victories, has had 4 regional 
championship teams, 25 individ-
ual regional champions, 5 indi-
vidual state champions, and 5 
high school All-Americans.  

Focused on accomplish-

W r e s t l i n g  
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ing another series of success, the 
team has moved past a tough set 
of trials, including a lineup that 
isn’t full. 

“Can you believe it? I 
cannot find one 106-pound boy 
in this building willing to try and 
come out!” said Whittington 
after discussing the wrestlers.  

Requiring a lot of disci-
pline and endurance, wrestling is 
an entertaining spectacle to 
those who participate in it and 
those who simply observe it.  

Order your 2014—2015 High School Yearbook Today! 

               Call:                               Order Online: 

        1-866-282-1516               Jostensyearbooks.com 

By Brandon Miller 

staff writer 

Wrestling has long 
been a celebrated sport that 
Hedgesville is proud of having.  

Coach Whittington has 
coached the wrestling program 
in the school for 33 years and is 
constantly on alert for boys that 
have a promising future on the 
mat.  

“The biggest problem 
is finding interested men that 
work hard to try it, but I see 
that in all sports in this build-
ing,” Coach Whittington says.  

Wrestling demands 
long, exhaustive work during 
practice and it is known for be-
ing very physical. 

Consisting of three two 
minute periods, a wrestling 
match is won by accumulating 
more points than your opponent 
or by pinning them. Points are 
earned depending on the action: 
for example, a takedown is two 
points and an escape is one 
point. A pin, however, decides 
the winner no matter how many 
points the loser gained. 

Wrestling Match 

Staff Photo 



cally shortens the first four periods of 

the day and leaves 5th, 6th, and 7th 

periods at full length.  

 This is inconvenient for 

teachers, especially those that teach 

the same classes in both the morning 

and afternoon classes. Most prefer to 

have their classes progress at the 

same level and follow the same 

schedule, and the two hour delay de-

rails their plans. 

 Two-hour delays are prefera-

ble to full closures, however,  as a 

closure forces the school year to con-

By Liam Jack 

staff writer 

 A month into the year, 

Hedgesville High School has al-

ready experienced one snow day 

and three consecutive two-hour de-

lays.  

 The two-hour delays allow 

for students to make it to school 

later in the day, when it is safer and 

the ice and low temperatures are 

less likely to cause problems.  

 However, the format drasti-

S n o w  
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tinue to as late as June 30th.  

 Many students, however, 

enjoy the snow and the time off 

from school. 

 “I get to sleep more,” said 

Edgar Villarreal.  

 “The snow is amazing,” 

said Mary Stockett, who is from 

Las Vegas and new to the area. “I 

mean, we have to go out and 

shovel the driveway, but it’s awe-

some.” 

Science Fair 

By Brandon Miller 

staff writer 

Hedgesville’s annual Sci-

ence Fair is an event that prepares 

students that have a passion in sci-

ence and mathematics by encour-

aging them to construct an experi-

ment with repeatable results. 

Scheduled on December 

10th for this school year, the Sci-

ence Fair has been a great success 

in the past with 18 projects in last 

year’s competition being sent to 

the regional fair, a group that in-

cluded one that managed to enter 

the international fair. Hedgesville 

has sent at least one student to the 

international fair for 24 consecu-

tive years. 

This year’s Science Fair 

contained 185 projects, including 9 

that classified as team, which were 

divided into 11 categories like An-

imal Sciences, Energy and Trans-

portation, and Engineering. 

Ms. Russler, serving her 

fourth year as the leader of the fair, 

was very impressed by the quality of 

this year’s projects. While examining 

them, the Science Fair’s purpose to 

involve the student was on full dis-

play. 

“The Science Fair’s goal is to 

engage the student in independent 

research and for them to design their 

own experiment, conduct it, and to 

analyze and present their findings,” 

Russler said. 

Despite plenty of projects in 

the Science Fair being beyond-par, 

many students were skeptical of forc-

ing them to participate in the fair be-

cause of enrolling in an honors sci-

ence class. 

Dylan Vogel had to make a 

project because he was in honors 

chemistry. Vogel’s project tested 

how chemicals that affect humans 

could impact the regeneration of flat-

worms. 

“It should be open for those 

that want to do it,” Vogel said. “But 

it shouldn’t be forced. The kids that 

are forced usually aren’t into it.” 

Sophie Palmer, another stu-

dent that was involved in the Sci-

ence Fair pondered the same idea. 

“I think that it’s good to 

help students be responsible for a 

project, but I feel like the school 

should require students in non-

honors classes to participate in the 

science fair as well,” Palmer said. 

Palmer went further by say-

ing that the students that took lower 

ranking classes could earn some 

integrity by building a project. 

Students are still reluctant 

to enroll in honors science classes 

because of a mandatory Science 

Fair project, but the event, despite it 

not being welcomed by some stu-

dents, is continuing to introduce 

people to the wonders of the natural 

world. 
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What is the easiest pet to care for 

in a small environment? 

 A fish is easy to care for, 

given that you remember to feed 

them. Cats often adapt well to en-

vironments like small apartments 

and are fairly easy to manage, so 

depending on what this “small en-

vironment” is you may consider 

that. What would be easiest, 

though, is a colorful rock or a 

houseplant. 

 

How do you balance school, 

home, and friends? 

 It can be difficult to man-

age your time, but it could help to 

very deliberately plan out a sched-

ule long in advance. Make plans 

with friends and family ahead of 

time, so you have time to complete 

all your schoolwork. Don’t pro-

crastinate, and you’ll have more 

personal time.  

 

Are long distance relationships a 

good idea? 

 They can be a good idea, 

if you and your partner are very 

committed. You will need to be 

content with the obvious limita-

tions like not being able to see one 

another. That can be difficult, be-

cause that is a normal part of a 

relationship, but if the emotional 

aspect is important enough then 

you can get past it. Active, clear 

communication and trust are vital 

to long-distance relationships. 

Make use of programs like Skype 

and Facetime.  

 

If, hypothetically speaking, there 

was an attractive boy that recently 

started at HHS, how would one 

acquire their phone number? 

 The obvious thing to do is 

just ask. Many people casually 

give out their phone number if put 

on the spot for it in public. If 

you’re worried that he won’t give 

out his number, then try making 

conversation a bit before you ask.  

   

How does one decide what col-

lege is the “perfect college”? 

 Visit the campus, research 

programs online, feel out scholar-

ship options, take note of the dis-

tance from home, and try to talk to 

someone who has actually attended 

the college that interests you. 

That’s really all you can do to 

make judgments about college be-

fore actually attending one. 

 

Where does one go to practice 

parallel parking prior to the driv-

ing test? 

 Find a remote road or 

driveway where there is not much 

traffic. Set up traffic cones or pos-

sible substitutes like buckets or 

rocks to simulate boundaries, and 

there you will be able to practice. 

Drive responsibly. 

 

Who will be in the Superbowl? 

     The Redskins and the Orioles. 

 

 

We’re in the midst of cold and flu 

season. How do I stay healthy in 

closed-off environments? 

 Wash your hands frequent-

ly and be attentive to what you han-

dle with your hands. Try not to 

touch your face a lot. Take Vitamin 

C and avoid other sick people. 

 

How do I know what foreign lan-

guage to take? 

 You may take and are en-

couraged to take whatever you like. 

Note that different colleges can 

have different foreign language 

requirements, and some do not ac-

cept Chinese or Latin. If you have a 

college in mind, you should proba-

bly investigate this. Spanish and 

French are popular classes and the 

safest choices, with Spanish being 

particularly useful in modern 

America. 

 

What are you guys doing for Val-

entine’s Day? ;) 

 We here at the Eagle’s Eye  

will be waiting for our respective 

romantic partners and partners we 

wish were romantic to come and 

rescue us.  

 

Do you believe that everything 

happens for a reason or if you 

want something, you should chase 

after it? 

 Everyone is encouraged to 

pursue what they want, and to not 

feel constrained by fate. And even 

if you do believe everything hap-

pens for a reason, you must still 

work for what you aim for.  

 

I don’t have a question but I 

have a comment. You guys at the 

Eagle’s Eye write such awesome 

responses! There’s been stuff 

here that’s changed my whole 

life! 

 Why thank you! What a 

lovely thing to write completely on 

your own volition!  

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have a problem that you 

would like to have the staff of the 

Eagle’s Eye address?  Just drop 

off your anonymous concern to 

Mrs. Hatfield in room 5.   


